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The National Association of state Foresters (NASF) is a non

profit organization comprised of the designated state Foresters

in each of the state. and territories of the United states.

state Forester. are the administrative heads of the state forest-

ry aqencies that have legal responsibility for the prevention ana

control of wildfire on non-federal forestland within their juris

diction. The.e agencies are required by law to provide wildfire

prevention, detection, and control on nearly 1/2 billion acre. of

forestland of which nearly three million acres are damaged each

year by wildfires.

The NASF has had the opportunity to review draft comments of

the Land Mobile Co..unications council, the Public Safety co-.u-

nications council, and the For••try-conservation co..unications

Association and, in general, supports the overall philosophy and

direction .xpr••••d in the.e comments.

Specifically, the NASF supports the followinq it.... : i2!J.i1/)
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1. Limit consideration of bandwidth reductions to 12.5 KHz no

sooner than ten years after the docket is finalized and

address additional bandwidth reductions at a later date when

it is clearer what new technologies are appropriate.

2. Maintain compatibility with federal qovernment channel as

signments.

3. Retain the current radio services. Any additional channels

that result from bandwidth reductions should be retained in

the oriqinating service. The Forestry-Conservation Communica

tions should continue as the certified frequency coordinator

for the Forestry-Conservation Radio Service.

4. Give special consideration and protection to wide-area cover

age systems inclUding exclusive frequency assignments and

signal strength limitations at boundaries of service areas.

The NASF encourages the Commission to a.sign any additional

channels in the 150-174 MHz band, which re.ult from bandwidth

reductions to 12.5 KHz, to state qovernment agencies for statewide

radio systems. The 150-174 MHz band is the most suitable band for

wide-area systems and such an assignment would be appropriate.

These channels could be the basis for consolidated statewide

trunked radio systems.

Respectfully subaitted,

National Association of state Foresters

By:~6?::W. :'rner, Chairman
Telecomaunications Committee
National Association of
State For••ters

c/o Departaent of Forestry
P. o. Box 3758
Charlottesville VA 22903
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